INTERCHANGEABLE FASCIA 
FOR CABINET KNOB 

Related Applications 
This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 60/279,536 filed on March 28, 2001. 

Background Of The Invention 

I . Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to decorative hardware for 
cabinets and, in particular, to a cabinet knob which 
includes interchangeable features to alter the appearance 
of the cabinet. 

II. Description of the Prior Art 

While cabinets and furniture pieces may be provided 
without hardware, decorative pieces for accenting the wood 
product while also facilitating manipulation of storage 
doors and drawers have become increasingly popular. 
Affixing such hardware to the drawer or door of a furniture 
piece allows the user to conveniently open the storage 
compartment while also improving the aesthetic appearance 
of the cabinet. Such hardware can be in the form of knobs, 
handles, pulls and levers affixed to the face of the 
furniture. Because the hardware is mounted using fasteners 
extending into the drawer face or door, it is difficult to 
replace such hardware in order to alter the appearance of 
the cabinet . 


Summary Of The Present Invention 
The present invention overcomes the disadvantages of 
the prior known cabinet hardware by facilitating 


instantaneous interchange of either the knob body or the 
fascia of the knob to alter the decorative appearance of 
the furniture cabinets. 

A first embodiment of the interchangeable decorative 
knob for a furniture cabinet includes a knob body which is 
secured to a facing of a drawer or a cabinet door using a 
fastener. The knob body may include a spherical head and a 
reduced neck portion although the present invention could 
be applied to a variety of knob configurations. An axial 
throughbore is formed in the knob body and will include 
threads at an inner end thereof to reduce the mounting 
fastener. 

The face or outer end of the knob body is provided 
with a recess or similar cut-out extending substantially 
across the outer end of the body. The recess is coaxial 
and in communication with the throughbore. Inserted within 
the outer end of the throughbore proximate the recess is a 
magnetic disk and a sleeve. The magnetic disk has a center 
aperture and is mounted transversely within the 
throughbore. The sleeve has an outer surface which 
conforms to the configuration of the throughbore but a non- 
circular interior. The recess and sleeve insert are 
configured to removably receive a decorative fascia for 
altering the appearance of the knob. The fascia includes a 
faceplate configured to seat within the recess and a metal 
stud configured to be received within the sleeve insert. 
The cross-sectional configuration of the stud conforms to 
the non-circular configuration of the sleeve interior so as 
to prevent the fascia member from rotating. The fascia is 
maintained on the knob body by the magnetic forces acting 
on the stud as it sits proximate the magnetic disk. 
Preferably a push rod which can be inserted through the 


axial bore is used to overcome the magnetic forces and 
remove the fascia member. 

An alternative embodiment of the present invention 
allows for convenient removal of the entire knob body. A 
knob stem is secured within the door or drawer panel. The 
stem including an axial push rod is reciprocally mounted in 
a stem housing and biased towards a first locking position. 
The push rod includes a circumferential groove. The stem 
housing includes a plurality of circumf erentially spaced 
apertures each receiving a ball bearing. Moving the push 
rod' to its first locking position will force the ball 


3 bearings radially outwardly. Upon alignment of the groove 
j= with the bearings, the bearings will be allowed to move 

radially inwardly. The interchangeable knob body includes a 
Ixj partial axial bore adapted to matingly receive the stem 

Li. 

housing. Upon mounting of the knob body to the stem 
Q housing, the push rod is moved to the locking position 
q forcing the bearings radially outwardly into locking 

*D engagement with the knob body. 

jpj Other objects, features and advantages of the 

invention will be apparent from the following detailed 
description taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings . 


Brief Description Of The Drawing 
The present invention will be more fully understood by 
reference to the following detailed description of a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention when read in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing, in which like 
reference characters refer to like parts throughout the 
views and in which: 
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FIGURE 1 is an exploded view of a furniture knob 
having an interchangeable fascia embodying the present 
invention; 

FIGURE 2 is a rear view taken along lines 2-2 of Fig. 

1; 

FIGURE 3 is a side view of a push rod; 

FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view of an alternative 
embodiment shown with the knob body removed; and 

FIGURE 5 is a cross-sectional view shown with the knob 
body mounted to a -stem. 

Detailed Description Of A Preferred 
Embodiment Of The Present Invention 

The present invention is directed to a cabinet knob 
having an interchangeable decorative feature. The knob is 
generally mounted to a door or similar panel to assist in 
the opening and closing of the storage compartment. The 
present invention includes a fixed knob having an 
interchangeable fascia shown in Figs. 1 through 3 and an 
interchangeable knob body shown in Figures 4 and 5. 

Referring first to Figs. 1 through 3, there is shown a 
knob 10 for facilitating the opening and closing of a 
storage compartment. The knob 10 includes a knob body 12 
having a substantially spherical head 14 and a reduced 
diameter neck portion 16. An axial bore 18 is formed 
through the knob body 12 and includes a threaded interior 
end 20. The threaded end 20 of the bore 18 is adapted to 
receive a fastener 22 for mounting the knob body 12 to a 
front panel 24 of the cabinet. 

A front or outer end 2 6 of the knob body 12 includes a 
recess 28 or similar cut-out which essentially eliminates 
the outer face of the knob body 12. The recess 28 is 


# 


formed coaxially with the throughbore 18. The outer end 30 
of the throughbore 18 receives a magnetic disk 32 and a 
sleeve insert 34. The magnetic disk 32 is mounted 
transversely within the throughbore 18 and includes a 
center aperture 36. The sleeve 34 has an outer 

configuration which conforms to the bore 18 allowing it to 
be received within the bore 18. The interior 38 of the 
sleeve 34 has a non-circular cross-sectional configuration. 
In a preferred embodiment, the interior configuration is 
square although triangular, pentagonal, etc. configurations 
could be incorporated. 

The non-circular configuration of the sleeve insert 34 
3 f is designed to prevent rotation of a fascia member 40 
fjj mounted to the knob body 12. The fascia member 40 includes 

m a plate-like cap 42 designed to form the face of the knob 

r- 10 and a stud 44 extending perpendicular to a rear 4 6 of 

a. 

□ the cap 42. The stud 44 has the same configuration as the 

J* sleeve interior 38 to prevent rotation of the fascia member 

1=5 

yj 40 relative to the knob body 12. Moreover, the stud 44 is 


made of a metal so as to be attracted to the magnetic disk 
32 to maintain the stud 44 within the bore 18. Thus, the 
sleeve 34 prevents rotational movement to the fascia 40 
while the magnetic disk 32 prevents longitudinal movement. 

When it becomes desirable to replace the fascia member 
40, a push rod 50 is employed to overcome the magnetic 
attraction of the disk 32. The push rod 50 is inserted 
through the bore 18 to push the stud 44 away from the 
magnet 32 allowing the fascia 40 to be removed and replaced 
with a different decorative member. The fascia member 40 
is shown as seated within the recess 28 although a fascia 
plate 42 of larger or smaller size could be employed 
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including a dome shaped member which covers the front half 
of the knob body 12. 

Figures 4 and 5 disclose an alternative means for 
changing the appearance of a cabinet knob 100. The 
alternative construction 100 includes a stem 102 fixedly 
mounted to a cabinet panel 104. The stem 102 includes an 
axial push rod 106 reciprocally mounted within a stem 
housing 108. A first end 110 of the push rod 106 extends 
from the housing 108 into the interior of the cabinet 104. 
A second end 112 of the push rod 106 has a spring 114 for 
biasing the push rod 106. The push rod 106 includes a 
circumferential groove 116. 

The stem housing 108 has a plurality of 
circumf erentially spaced apertures 118 for receiving ball 
bearings 120. The bearings 120 are moved radially 

outwardly by the push rod 106 but will move radially 
inwardly when the groove 116 aligns with the bearings 120. 

A knob body 122 having an axial bore 124 matingly 
receives the stem 102 as is shown in Fig. 5. With the stem 
102 received within the knob body 122 release of the push 
rod 106 will force the bearings 120 radially outwardly into 
locking engagement within the knob body 122. In this 
manner, the knob body 122 can be readily removed and 
replaced to conveniently alter the appearance of the 
cabinet hardware. 

The foregoing detailed description has been given for 
clearness of understanding only and no unnecessary 
limitations should be understood therefrom as some 
modifications will be obvious to those skilled in the art 
without departing from the scope and spirit of the appended 
claims . 

What is claimed is: 


